
DOWNTON ABBEY: THE MUSIC AND THE ERA 

 

An illustrated lecture 

presented by Dulais Rhys 

 

To avid followers of the Edwardian era on both sides of the Atlantic, Downton Abbey has 

become a not-to-be-missed television event. Since its inception in 2010, public fascination with 

the portrayal of life and love in an historic, but fictional, English country house has snowballed, 

especially after PBS acquired the first series for broadcasting in 2011 as part of its ‘Masterpiece’ 

series. It is currently PBS’s highest rated drama in four decades. 

 

Series 5 of Downton Abbey was viewed by an estimated 120 million viewers in over 200 

countries and a 6
th

 series is in development. Dubbed into Mandarin, the quintessential English 

characteristics of Downton Abbey seem to transcend cultures and languages worldwide. 

 

The ‘soap opera’ has been a staple of American television for decades and Downton Abbey – 

though only based on historical fact - has elements of a classic soap opera: plots, sub-plots, twists 

and unexpected endings that affect the everyday lives of different people. 

 

My presentation looks at the music of Downton Abbey within the context of the Edwardian 

period (beginning of the 20
th

 century) including references via slideshow and audio examples of 

the era’s arts, social developments, technical innovations, historical events and retrospective 

perceptions. The popular music of the period as well as television period drama theme tunes will 

also be discussed – audience participation is non-optional  

 

The growing popularity of Downton Abbey, with its 27 Emmy nominations and multiple Golden 

Globe awards to date has led to the series being parodied by The Simpsons (Simpton Abbey) and 

by a fast-food chain (Downton Arby’s) … the ultimate praise? 

 

Presentation duration: c1 hour 

Speaker Fee: $275.00 

Expenses: a contribution toward travel costs is appreciated. 

 

Thank you for considering my proposal and please contact me for more information. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dulais Rhys, Ph.D 

dulaisrhys@outlook.com 

(480)414-9654 

REFERENCES, RECOMMENDATIONS & REVIEWS 

The following have agreed to provide a critique of my presentation: 

 

1. Ms Kathy Husser, Adult Services Coordinator, Phoenix Public Library, AZ (who organized my Downton 

Abbey lecture tour at PPL branches, February 2015). 

 

2. Ms Cynthia Wilson, Supervising Librarian, Adult & Teen Services, Santa Clara County Library District, CA. 

www.sccl.org 
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